
Forest Management at the 
McLean Game Refuge
 

Why Are We Managing Our Forests?

The McLean Game Refuge provides exceptional habitat for a wide variety of wildlife. However, less than 1% of the 
Game Refuge is classified as early successional forest – that is, forest that is within the first 20 years of regrowth 
following a canopy-clearing disturbance such as a hurricane, fire, logging or field abandonment. Since long 
before the inception of the McLean Game Refuge in 1932, the forests have been naturally maturing. While mature 
forests are incredibly valuable, wildlife diversity is highest when a landscape includes a mix of forest ages. Species 
that rely on young forests, such as the Ruffed Grouse, are currently absent or rare in the Game Refuge. In fact, 
there has not been a Ruffed Grouse sighting here since 2013.
 
By thoughtfully managing a small portion of our forest to create early successional habitat, we are restoring an 
important ecological component of the landscape. This work will help support wildlife that cannot thrive in older 
forests alone and will increase overall biodiversity across the Game Refuge.
 

Where Is the Habitat Work Occurring?
 
The Chambers Trail site was carefully selected based on its land-use history and surrounding habitat. Historically, 
this area was open pasture or cropland before naturally reverting to forest 60 to 100 years ago. Compared to other 
parts of the Game Refuge that have developed over centuries, this forest is relatively young and well-suited for 
regeneration work.
 
In addition, the site borders existing meadow habitat. Managing this area will create a connected mosaic of 
meadows and young forest, forming a more complex and diverse habitat system. Wildlife benefits most when 
different habitat types occur close together, and this location allows us to maximize ecological impact while 
minimizing disturbance elsewhere.
 
We have used similar management practices in the past and have seen strong results — including successful forest 
regeneration and increased wildlife use of newly created early successional habitat. Through careful, science-based 
forest management, we are ensuring that the Game Refuge continues to support wildlife for generations to come.
 

Trail Closures
 
The Chambers Trail will be closed throughout the project, beginning February 24, 2026. Parking for the Granby 
Land Trust’s Western Barndoor Hill Preserve will remain open and accessible to the public.


